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International research tells us that the majority of pre-primary and primary school learners in
Sub-Saharan Africa are below their expected literacy levels and that high dropout rates of
about 51% in grade 10 are due to literacy problems. Popularized reasons for the down slope
are conveniently cited as the lack of resources and inadequate teacher training. We disagree.
In this first annual conference, we pitch our view that these reasons are inadequate and that
there are hidden cultural constructs and inherent literacy biases, which are never given public
attention. Equally, very little attention is given on the nature of teaching of literacy as a
profession to match ways of knowing, learning and teaching relevant to learners in African
classrooms. Balang Foundation and the South African Literacy Teachers Association invite
educators in pre-primary, primary and secondary schools, book publishers, researchers,
policy makers, NPOs, and NGO's working on literacy to come engage in public dialogues and
information sharing on teaching practice, research findings, and policy ideas to address
literacy complexes facing learners in our schools and shape future outcomes. We especially
invite speakers to present papers, lesson demonstrations, lesson plans, speeches, symposia
and display posters or exhibitions that fit in with, but not limited to, any of the following
sub-themes:

» Literacy across the curriculum: All subject teachers as literacy teachers?

* Transitional literacies: the curse of grades 1, 4, 7, and 10

* Early grade reading and curriculum benchmarks

* Writing: Is it transcription or composition?

* Multilingual literacies: Reading and writing in more than one language

« African languages, indigenous literacies and culture

* New teaching methods and professional development

* Interculturality and English second language: The Rosemarie McCabe way

Keynote Speakers:

1. Dr Rose-marie McCabe- University of Limpopo, South Africa

2.Professor Sekepe Matjila- University of South Africa, South Africa

3. Professor Rebekka Jez- San Diego State University, USA (California)

4, Professor Leketi Makalela, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa

5. Professor Luanga Kasanga, University of Lumbubashi, Democratic Republic of Congo

6. Educator, Mmakgabo Ledwaba, Doornspruit Primary School, Maraba Circuit

To present, please send a summary of about 150-200 words to info@balangfoundation.org.

Dates:

Abstracts due: 31 August 2018
Notification of acceptance: 31 July 2018
Early bird registration: 31 june 2018 - 31 August 2018
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